Early expression of carbonic anhydrase II (CAII) in transitory glial cells of the developing murine nervous system.
Using immunocytochemical methods carbonic anhydrase II (CAII) has been detected in the embryonic mouse central nervous system as early as in stage E16. In the spinal cord and the brain stem, the enzyme first appeared in transitory cells probably derived from the radial glia. In the cerebrum such transitory cells were never stained with anti-CAII sera. The bodies of CAII-positive cells were never visualized in the ventricular layer. The controversial cellular specificity of CAII made it impossible to specify the glial lineage to which these transitory CAII-positive cells are committed.